[Homeless persons residing in shelters in the county of Funen I. Psychosocial characteristics and need of treatment].
In the County of Funen (population 460,000) 120 homeless people resided in shelters for homeless people during week 49, 1996. Of these homeless persons, 94 (or 78%) were examined using ICD-10 and the Addiction Severity Index. Ninety percent were men, 90% were aged 20-59 years, 98% were unmarried or separated/divorced. Seventy-one percent had lived alone during the past three years, only 2% were employed, and sources of income for 83% were public assistance or disability pensions. The population of homeless people was divided into three groups: 1) Psychoses were found in 13 cases or 14%--schizophrenia (4%), paranoid psychosis (4%) and affective disorder (5%). About 2/3 had double disorder, psychosis plus substance abuse. 2) Sixty-four or 68% were non-psychotic homeless people, who had alcohol/substance abuse (53 or 83%) and/or personality disorder (57 or 89%). 3) Seventeen or 18% had no mental illness. About 60% had been sentenced to prison at least once. About 20% needed psychiatric treatment.